Peers set to follow Yasamin's dress example
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Yasamin Alttahir … many other girls will start wearing a mantoo.
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More than 15 students at Auburn Girls' High School have been inspired to follow the example of Yasamin Alttahir, who fought a two-month battle for the right to wear religious clothing not included in her school's uniform policy.

The 17-year-old was this week given permission by the school to wear a mantoo - an ankle-length religious coat - despite earlier receiving detention from her principal, Sharon Ford, for breaching the school's dress code.

The Shiite Muslim said "lots of other girls" were now seeking permission to wear the garment.

"My sister is already wearing one and there are lots of other girls - I'd say more than 15 girls - at the school that are going to start," Yasamin said.

"They were wearing them before but they stopped after the principal got angry about it.

"Some people are saying wearing religious clothes is the same as wearing a football scarf. It's quite offensive, but I don't care. Those people can't be very smart if they don't know the difference."

Political figures, including the Premier, Bob Carr, have leapt to the defence of the year 11 student, who has sparked a media furore over her battle to wear the loose-fitting attire, in accordance with her faith.

The radio commentator Alan Jones has called Yasamin a "troublemaker" and some media reports claimed the school's decision had thrown the Government's uniform policy into chaos and left principals confused. But Mr Carr said the schoolgirl was "not dressed like [the pop star] Britney Spears" and should be left alone to continue her studies.

The Education Minister, Carmel Tebbutt, told the Herald the case demonstrated flexibility and not double standards in the Government's uniform policy. She said there were no plans to amend it.

Position of the NCYLC:

The NCYLC agrees with the decision that school students should be free to wear clothing to school which are worn for religious purposes. 

Article 14 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child which was entered into force for Australia on 16 January 1991 states,

“States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.”

Article 1 defines a child as “every human being below the age of eighteen years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.”  Therefore, Yasamin and any other child in the same position as Yasamin should be free to exercise this right by wearing religious clothing to school.

Furthermore, Article 14 goes on to state,

“Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.”

We do not believe that Yasamin’s desire to wear a religious garment contravenes this part.

Article 30 states, 

“In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be denied the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her own culture, to profess and practise his or her own religion, or to use his or her own language.”

Islam is a religious minority in Australia and those in the same position as Yasamin should be free to practise their religious beliefs in Australia.

